
        Parent/Carer notes 

Summer Term 1 (Term 5) 2019 

     Lower KS2 – Year 3-4 

 

I hope you had an enjoyable Easter. 

Here are some notes that you may find useful for Term 5. 

It’s time to get our wellies on and wade right in! 

This term we will be visiting our local river, the River Darent, to find out what lives there, where the river 
is going and how fast it is travelling.  At the river, we will collect water and soil samples and catch river 
creatures.  We will examine the samples and investigate how clean the water is.  Using our creativity, we 
will write journals as river travellers and journey on an imaginary boat to rivers around the world.  We will 
make working models of water wheels, investigate the water cycle and use natural materials to make 
models that demonstrate river formation.  Our descriptive poetry will capture the movement of water, and 
we will mix watercolours to create beautiful paintings in art.  Our map reading and research skills will help 
us to find out about world famous rivers.   

How you can help your child prepare for this topic:- 

Rivers are interesting places that are full of life.  Why not visit our local river together to spot river 
plants and creatures?  You could also use online maps to zoom in on famous rivers around the world.  
Alternatively, take soil samples from your garden and look closely at their colour, texture and content. 

Areas of Study – Flow 

English: 

Our key texts for this topic will be Wind in the Willows (Usborne Young Readers  ISBN: 978-0-7460-
8440-3 and ‘The River’ by Valerie Bloom.  The genres we will be writing across include:- 

 Newspaper Reports; 
 Narrative: Setting and character descriptions (Wind in the Willows); 
 Poetry – The River by Valerie Bloom; 
 Journals. 

Maths: 

Within maths we will be studying the topics of Measurement (Time) and Geometry.  The National 
Curriculum objectives we will cover are as follows:- 

Measurement – Time 

Year 3: 

Tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using Roman numerals and 12-hour and 24 hour 
clocks. 

Estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest 1 minute. 

Record and compare time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours. 

Use vocabulary such as o’clock, am/pm, morning, afternoon, noon and midnight. 

Know the number of seconds in a minute; minutes in an hour, number of days in each month, year and leap 
year. 

Compare duration of events (eg: time table by a particular event or task). 



Geometry – Shape 

Recognise angles as a property of shape or a description of a turn. 

Identify right angles, recognise that two right angles make a half turn, three make three quarters of a 
turn and four make a complete turn.   

 
Identify whether angles are greater than or less than a right angle. 

Identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular and parallel lines. 

Draw 2-D shapes and make 3-D shapes using modelling materials; recognise 3-D shapes in different 
orientations and describe them. 

Year 4: As above plus 

Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24 hour clocks. 

Convert between different units of measure eg: hours to minutes. 

Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes, minutes to seconds, years to months, weeks to 
days. 

Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to two right angles by size. 

Homework: 

Times Tables Rock Stars is a fun, interactive and challenging way for children to develop increased 
fluency and mastery in answering multiplication and division questions. The aim is to answer any 
multiplication facts up to 12x12 in less than 3 seconds!  In order to achieve this, it is essential that your 
child does a little bit of times table practise every night – short bursts of daily practise are more 
effective than spending hours once a week.  Therefore, children have been set 3 daily sessions in the 
Garage (3 minutes).  These are tailored to children’s individual learning as are games in the ‘Arena’.   Ten 
visits to the ‘Studio’ will calculate their average speed taken to answer questions. One Studio game per 
week has been set as homework. The aim is for children aged 9 years to answer multiplication and division 
questions in 3 seconds.   In addition, it is important for children to begin to familiarise themselves 
with Sound Check as this is similar to the National Multiplication Assessment check they will be doing 
in June. 

Reading books will come home on a daily basis.  If possible, please hear your child read on a daily basis - 
LITTLE and OFTEN.  Asking questions about the text and discussing vocabulary is extremely advantageous 
to assist your child’s language and writing development.  Why not collect ‘new words’ in a personal glossary 
and try and put them into sentences.  

As soon as the children finish their reading books, they will be taking a quick computer generated multi-
choice quiz to assess their understanding and comprehension relating to the book they have read.  Their 
scores will be shared with you using Seesaw. 

Children can choose their own books to read as their reading book. It is preferable for the home book to 
be recognised by Accelerated Reader in order for children to complete a quiz upon finishing the book 
(check www.arbookguide.co.uk).  Furthermore, this must be checked by me or Ms Powney to ensure it is 
within their ZPD (zone of proximal developmental level).  

Please ensure that reading books and reading diaries are brought to school every day as an adult will 
endeavour to hear all children read during the course of the week.  

Spellings will be sent home to be learned every Monday in readiness for a spelling quiz the following 
Monday. These may be in the form of either a spelling rule investigation, or a list of words from the Year 
3-4 Statutory National Curriculum Spelling List. Please ensure that spelling folders are brought to school 



every Monday for the new set of spellings to be filed and taken home.  In addition, spellings will be 
uploaded on Seesaw. 

Equipment: 

If your child would like to bring in their own pencil, pen, coloured pencils, felt tips, rubbers etc, I have no 
objection at all, however all stationery is available in the classroom.  I would ask that pencil cases are kept 
to a sensible size!  As a class we have challenged ourselves to aim for the majority of the class to earn 
their ‘pen licence’ this year, therefore a black handwriting pen would be beneficial (not a biro or ink 
cartridge please).   

PE Kit: 

To ensure that all children can fully participate in PE lessons, please ensure that they have their ‘named’ PE 
and Games kits in school throughout the term, earrings are removed and hair tied back.  Our PE sessions 
are scheduled for Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

The correct PE kit includes: 

PE - PE T-Shirt, blue shorts and plimsolls. 

Please refer to the Summer Term 1 Topic Web for more information about what your child will be learning 
this term. 

If you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to either speak to me at the end of the day 
when I will be on the playground, or leave a message with Mrs Martin, who can be found on the playground 
every morning and I will contact you. 

With kind regards, 

Glenda Philpott 

Willow Class 

 

 


