
 

At Horton Kirby Church of England Primary School, we aim to be the very best we can for 

ourselves, for others and for God. 

 

 

 

 

Our School 
 

Welcome back to another year at school! 

We are all eager to ensure that the children have 

the very best education possible.  Linked to this, 

and last years parents’ survey, there will be some 

changes over the course of this year.  Some 

changes you will notice: we will continue to develop 

the school and grounds and there will be some 

amendments to how homework is set.  The 

absolutue key element though is that we continue 

to work together, as a TEAM, in order to provide 

the best learning environment and opportunities 

for your children!  As a school we continue to 

value the importance of; 
 children enjoying their learning 

 respect, empathy and teamwork, creating a 

family atmosphere 

 the development of key skills to enable life-

long learning 

 creativity in all aspects of school life 

 children reaching their full potential 

 
All topics that will be taught this year have been 
carefully planned and centred around the 3 I’s: 

* Intent 
* Implementation  

* Impact 
 
Topics will focus on ensuring that a rich and varied 
curriculum will be taught (INTENT) and the whole 
hearted engagement of pupils will be encouraged 
(IMPLEMENTATION).  Through these fun, diverse 
learning opportunities, children will develop detailed 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
knowledge and skills across the curriculum (IMPACT) 
helping aid them in their future learning. 
 

We will continue to utilise the Cornerstones 

Curriculum to provide ideas and ensure each year 

group covers the skills that they should 

throughout the year. 

 

We have had a busy start to the year with all 

classes taking part in ‘Wow!’ topic opener days. 

Parents will also be invited in (if they haven’t 

already) for coffee and cake, as part of our 

fundrasing for Macmillan, whilst at the same time 

discussing expectations for the year ahead and 

upcoming topics. The mornings are normally very 

well attended and hopefully help give you an 

insight into what is expected of your children this 

year.  Further mornings will be scheduled for 

January and April concerning the Spring and 

Summer terms. 
 

 

Helpers In School 

 
If any parents, grandparents or members of the 

community want to help out in school please let us 

know.  We are looking for volunteers to help with 

listening to readers in several classes across both 

Key Stage 1 & 2.  Volunteering can be for any 

amount of time, 30 minutes, an hour, a morning or 

afternoon or even a whole day!  All you need to do 

is to drop your name in at the office and we will 

contact you in order to have a DBS check carried 



 

out (this is a check that all adults volunteering or 

helping with children need to undertake).   We 

look forward to hearing from you! 

PTA 

 
Our wonderful PTA have funded our new 

playground train which, in keeping with our aims to 

be environmentally friendly, is constructed out of 

35,000 plastic milk bottle tops.  We will also be 

having a new Target Wall installed on the 

playground in the near future.  The new 

installations would not be possible if it were not 

for the support of our PTA and the support you 

provide them by helping out at events (as well of 

course as attending them).  Thank you all for your 

hard work in helping us make our school a great 

place to be! 

 

 
 
National average attendance is 96% - in our first 

week back in school only three classes have 

managed this target! It would be nice to have a 

few non-uniform days for 100% attendance 

before the end of the month though!  As an added 

incentive those children with 99%+ attendance at 

the end of the year will be rewarded – as they 

were last year too – with a special event.  We will 

also look to include the children whose attendance 

has made the best improvement from last year to 

this. 

 

 

 

 

PARKING 
 

We have already had concerns raised by parents 

this term regarding the unsafe parking outside of 

school.  I would urge parents to consider 

reporting to the police any incidents that are of 

concern to them.   

Please can we be more considerate towards one 

another and when parking consider the safety of 

your own and other children in crossing the road 

at the start and end of the day.  Parking on the 

corner of Jacob’s Lane and Horton Road is 

particularly hazardous at the start and end of the 

day as it is a crossing point for many of our 

children and there is poor road visibility here. 

Whilst I also understand that parents can turn up 

and park early at the end of the day I would 

request that if you do you think about where you 

park and switch off your engines – help save our 

environment! Thank you. 

 

Horton Kirby & South Darenth 

Then & Now 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The above photograph is forming half of the 

front cover of the forthcoming book “Horton 

Kirby & South Darenth Then and Now” to be 

published by the PC and LHS later this year.  The 

plan is that the second photograph on the cover is 

the same view as the one above (taken in early 

1900s) but showing the present day view!  In 

order for this to happen any parents and children 

wanting to be in the photo need to meet nearby to 

Turners Café at 9a.m on Sunday 15th September. 

 

And Finally… 

 

Please remember at the end of the day… 
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