
 

 

 

 

Pupil/class placements 

 

• Horton Kirby CE Primary is a 1 ½ form entry school – our PAN 

(published admission number) is 45. We can only take 45 pupils per 

year unless KCC grant admission on appeal. 
 

• The maximum class size in the Foundation stage and KS1 is 30 

and so 45 pupils is 1 ½ full classes. 
 

• KS2 class sizes do not have the limit of 30 pupils per class. 
 

• In some year groups we have more /less pupils.  
 

• We will therefore always have to have split age classes. We aim to 

have only 2 year groups in a class whenever possible. This is common 

practice in schools in our situation.   
 

• The advantage of a 1 ½ form intake means that children are not 

with the same groups of pupils throughout their school career and so 

make many new friends each year. 
 

• As all pupils are taught according to their individual needs and 

stage of development, this does not impact on their learning and 

progress in Maths and English. 
 

• Pupil progress is assessed, tracked, monitored and discussed at 

least 4 times a year at Pupil Progress Meetings when the teacher 

and teaching assistants meet with the Inclusion Manager and myself 

to review every single child in the school. 

Short term support or extension programmes are then put in place 

and reviewed at the next meeting. 

 

 

 



 Our current roll for 2018/19 means that we will have: 

 

 1 Reception class (Chestnut) 

 Year 1 class (Holly) 

 Year 1/2 class (Fir) 

 Year 2 class 30 (Pine) 

 Year 3 class 27 (Sycamore) 

 Year 3/4 class (Willow) 

 Year 4 class 26 (Ash) 

 Year 5 class (Oak) 

 Year 5/6 class (Cherry) 

 Year 5/6 class (Redwood) 

 

There are 3 options available to us: 

 

1. To place children in classes according to date of birth. 

This means that there is no discussion about which class a child is in. 

This is the easy option but we would then not have the ability to 

separate children that do not work well together or to place them in 

the setting that we feel more suitable. For example – the transition 

process from reception to year 1 and year 1 to 2 is handled at a 

different rate in each setting. An older pupil may benefit from a 

slower transition with more activity based learning and generally 

will make less progress in the more formal setting of the straight 

year group. A younger pupil may be ready for a more formal 

approach to learning. 

 

2. To place children in classes according to test results and teacher 

assessment, based on attainment alone. 

This does not take into account the emotional and social maturity of 

the children, friendship groups or give us the facility to separate 

children that do not work well together. 

 

3. To place children in class settings based on their attainment, 

emotional and social development, learning styles, personality, 



friendships where possible and suitability for the path ahead. 

This is the most difficult option for us, but I know that it meets the 

needs of the majority of pupils. 

Nothing can ever be perfect and there will always be a minority of 

parents who disagree with the decisions we make, but we know 

every child as an individual and use our professional judgement to 

make the most appropriate choices. Our aim is to provide the best 

possible education for every child at every stage in their learning 

journey. We rely on your support and anticipate that you will have 

faith in our judgements. 

No child is ever ‘held back’ or ‘fast tracked’ – every child is taught 

according to their individual needs. If you feel that your child is not 

receiving the appropriate level of education, or there is something 

that you are not happy with, the first point of contact is always the 

class teacher. If you are still unsure then please make an 

appointment to talk it over with me. 

We are all here for your children, and with your support our role is 

to give them the best education and experiences possible so that 

they leave Horton Kirby CE Primary prepared to make their way in 

the world! 

 


