
        Parent/Carer notes 

Spring Term 2 (Term 4) 2019 

     Lower Key Stage 2 – Year 3-4 

 

I hope you had an enjoyable break. 

Here are some notes that you may find useful for Term 4. 

This term our topic is ‘Gods and Mortals’.  We will learn about Apollo and many of the other Greek Gods 
who reigned from Mount Olympus.  We will explore the land of Greece, where the sun scorches the wings 
of Icarus and Helen of Troy inspires the launch of a thousand ships.  Using historical sources, we will 
research daily life in ancient Greece, write diaries as Daedalus and learn about epic battles.  We will read 
Theseus and the Minotaur and create amazing labyrinths using positional language to guide others around 
the maze as well as designing out own using ICT programs such as Scratch.  In geography, we will use maps 
to locate countries and cities, compare ancient Greece to modern day Greece as well as plot journeys made 
by ancient Greek characters. 

How you can help your child prepare for this topic:- 

Greece is a fascinating country that has a long and colourful history. Why not sample some delicious Greek 
food such as baklava or tzatziki?  You could also research ancient Greek pots and sketch intricate images 
painted on them.  Alternatively, have fun taking part in a back garden Olympics, seeing who can run the 
fastest or throw a ball the furthest! 

Areas of Study – Gods and Mortals 

English: 

During the course of this term our topic focus will be ‘Gods and Mortals – Ancient Greece’.  We will be 
reading a range of myths and legends, with particular focus on Theseus and the Minotaur and Icarus and 
Daedalus. 

 The genres we will be writing across include:- 

 Information and Character Profiles – Greek Gods and Goddesses; 
 Compare Myths and Legends – Story board a Myth to decorate a Greek pot; 
 Character description of Theseus (the hero) from the point of view of an onlooker; 
 Narrative based around Theseus and the Minotaur; 
 Diary Writing – Based on the legend of Icarus and Daedalus; 
 Instructions and Commands – How to build a Trojan Horse/ How to rescue a Queen.  

We will continue to have discrete spelling, punctuation and grammar lessons (SPAG) during our skills 
sessions every Tuesday and Wednesday. The learning from this will be consolidated during the week 
through the application of new grammatical terms and concepts within our English lessons. All children will 
participate in teacher-led small group guided reading and whole class shared reading comprehensions 
together with inference practice.  In addition, spelling investigations, handwriting practice and dictionary 
work, using our weekly spellings, will take place throughout the week. 

Maths: 

Within maths we will be studying the topics of Fractions, Measurement (Money) and Statistics.  The 
National Curriculum objectives we will cover are as follows:- 

Year 3: 

 Compare and order unit fractions, and fractions with the same denominators. 



 Add and subtract amounts of money to give change using both £ and p. 
 Interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables. 
 Solve one-step and two-step problems using information presented in a scaled chart. 

Year 4: 

 Solve problems involving calculating quantities, and fractions to divide quantities; including non-
unit fractions where the answer is a whole number. 

 Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths. 
 Recognise and write decimal equivalents to ¼, ½ and ¾. 
 Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number. 
 Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to 2 decimal places. 
 Estimate, compare and calculate different measures (£ and p). 
 Solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to 2 decimal places. 
 Interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical methods, including 

bar charts and time graphs. 
 Solve comparison, sum and different problems using information present on charts and graphs. 

Homework: 

Times Tables Rock Stars is a fun, interactive and challenging way for children to develop increased 
fluency and mastery in answering multiplication and division questions. The aim is to answer any 
multiplication facts up to 12x12 in less than 3 seconds!  In order to achieve this, it is essential that your 
child does a little bit of times table practise every night – short bursts of daily practise are more 
effective than spending hours once a week.  Therefore, children have been set 3 daily sessions in the 
Garage (3 minutes).  These are tailored to children’s individual learning as are games in the ‘Arena’.   Ten 
visits to the ‘Studio’ will calculate their average speed taken to answer questions. One Studio game per 
week has been set as homework. The aim is for children aged 9 years to answer multiplication and division 
questions in 3 seconds.    

Reading books will come home on a daily basis.  If possible, please hear your child read on a daily basis - 
LITTLE and OFTEN.  Asking questions about the text and discussing vocabulary is extremely advantageous 
to assist your child’s language and writing development.  Why not collect ‘new words’ in a personal glossary 
and try and put them into sentences.  

As soon as the children finish their reading books, they will be taking a quick computer generated multi-
choice quiz to assess their understanding and comprehension relating to the book they have read.  Their 
scores will be shared with you using Seesaw. 

Children can choose their own books to read as their reading book. It is preferable for the home book to 
be recognised by Accelerated Reader in order for children to complete a quiz upon finishing the book 
(check www.arbookguide.co.uk).  Furthermore, this must be checked by me or Ms Powney to ensure it is 
within their ZPD (zone of proximal developmental level).  

Please ensure that reading books and reading diaries are brought to school every day as an adult will 
endeavour to hear all children read during the course of the week.  

Spellings will be sent home to be learned every Monday in readiness for a spelling quiz the following 
Monday. These may be in the form of either a spelling rule investigation, or a list of words from the Year 
3-4 Statutory National Curriculum Spelling List, for children to research the meaning, include in a sentence 
and learn the spelling.  Please ensure that spelling folders are brought to school every Monday for the new 
set of spellings to be filed and taken home.  In addition, spellings will be uploaded on Seesaw. 

Equipment: 

If your child would like to bring in their own pencil, pen, coloured pencils, felt tips, rubbers etc, I have no 
objection at all, however all stationery is available in the classroom.  I would ask that pencil cases are kept 
to a sensible size!  As a class we have challenged ourselves to aim for the majority of the class to earn 



their ‘pen licence’ this year, therefore a black handwriting pen would be beneficial (not a biro or ink 
cartridge please).   

PE Kit: 

To ensure that all children can fully participate in PE lessons, please ensure that they have their ‘named’ PE 
and Games kits in school throughout the term, earrings are removed and hair tied back.  Our PE sessions 
are scheduled for Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

The correct PE kit includes: 

PE - PE T-Shirt, blue shorts and plimsolls. 

Please refer to the Spring Term 2 Topic Web for more information about what your child will be learning 
this term. 

If you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to either speak to me at the end of the day 
when I will be on the playground, or leave a message with Mrs Martin, who can be found on the playground 
every morning and I will contact you. 

With kind regards, 

Glenda Philpott 

Willow Class 

 

 


